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The dual language pathway at Wellington
Shanghai reflects the mission and vision of
Wellington College China by creating a
caring learning community that develops
well-rounded individuals with strong values
and the knowledge, skills and dispositions to
thrive in an ever-changing world.
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Our aim is to nurture your
child to become truly bilingual
and biliterate, and to develop
deep bicultural understanding.
Pupils joining this bespoke
bilingual, bicultural programme
are able to follow it through to
Year 8, with the aim of being
adequately  prepared  to
progress on to first language
English and Chinese iGCSE
courses and the bilingual 1B
Diploma, should they wish.
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Early Years Centre (EYC)

The content and mode of delivery of the dual language curriculum in the
EYC is founded on what we know about early language development from
research and excellent practice worldwide in the acquisition of more than
one language. It is built on a strong sense of attachment to familiar learning
environments and adults, and a solid foundation in the child’s first language.
Our dual language pathway looks to transform traditional Chinese teaching
into more meaningful project-based learning that presents as seamless and
indistinct from the more general approaches in the EYC. The curriculum
also focuses on achieving excellent standards of Chinese for native speaking
children within the additional accelerated literacy programme as well as the
introduction of higher levels of Chinese for non-native speakers. High
standards of English are maintained alongside the dual language model at all
times. This will not only prepare our EYC learners for the Y| dual language
track, but also enhance learning more generally through the cognitive
benefits of multilanguage learning. Finally, a greater focus on the dual
culture aspect of the pathway mirrors the Wellington Values and
acknowledges the breadth of Chinese teaching in the College.

The whole of our early years team is part of the dual language pathway and
includes increased Chinese sessions from 3 to 5 per week. We also offer an
additional dual language track in the reception year which is suitable for
families who want to be part of the long-term dual language pathway
through to Prep School and beyond. The dual language track pupils in
reception have focused intervention time from our Chinese team on a daily
basis.
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Prep School

Building upon the language skills developed in our dual language Early
Years Centre (EYC) learning environment, one class in each year group
from Year | will follow the dual language pathway. While still very much
part of the year group, pupils in our dual language classes learn in a
carefully planned English-Chinese immersion environment.

The proportion of English and Chinese teaching input in dual language
classes is 60:40, compared with 85:15 in mainstream classes. In the 60:40
immersion model, pupils will develop their Chinese language knowledge
and skills, not just in the Chinese lessons (based on the Chinese National
Curriculum) but also in Mathematics, cross-curricular Humanities, PE, Art
and other specialist lessons. Our content and language integrated learning
model (CLIL) places particular focus on Chinese culture and comparative
cultural studies, in order to cultivate pupils' bicultural awareness and
communication proficiency.

To ensure that our pupils truly make the most of such a rich curriculum,
each dual language class benefits from an additional Chinese Class
Teacher, working alongside the English-speaking Class Teacher and a
specialist Teaching Assistant.
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Pupils enrolled on the dual language pathway
will develop:

- Communication skills in both English and Chinese

- Bicultural competency; an appreciation of both Western and

Chinese values and ways of life

- The necessary critical thinking skills to interpret information in
different languages and to adapt to different approaches to

thinking and being in China and the rest of the World

- The same standard of knowledge and skills expected for all of
our pupils, across the same range of subjects, but developed in
both English and Chinese
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Is the dual language pathway the right choice for
my child?

The dual language pathway has been specifically designed to cater for:

- Children from Chinese speaking families
- Children from non-Chinese speaking families

- Children from mixed-heritage families

From Year 3 enrollment is dependent upon language frequency in both
English and Chinese. Research shows that the success of bilingual
education depends on the length of time pupils study bilingual courses.
Therefore, a long-term commitment of at least seven years is suggested.

Are there any additional costs?

As a core member of Wellington College China, Wellington Shanghai is
determined to cultivate bilingualism with a global vision. Although
additional teachers are deployed and a large amount of high-quality
training is invested, there is no additional charge for families who join the
pathway during the founding year.

Will a higher ratio of Chinese affect pupils’
progress in English?

As Chinese is one of the most challenging languages, it takes a significantly
longer time to achieve fluency in literacy and academic understanding
compared to English. Our dual language pathway, which starts from
Nursery, allows pupils to learn the language the same way they learn their

first language and therefore develop better metalinguistic awareness.

Research shows that pupils who receive less input in English in dual
language programmes make similar progress in listening, speaking, reading,
and writing as their peers who receive more input in English in the
mainstream. In fact, many studies show that pupils in dual language
programmes outperform their peers in mainstream programmes in English
and other curriculum subjects, long-term, due to the metacognitive

benefits of bilingualism.

How can parents support their child’s Chinese
learning if they don’t speak Chinese?

Supporting English speaking families is an important part of the job for
teachers in our dual language pathway. For example, we provide bilingual
curriculum materials and homework clubs for families; our generous
staffing means that we are able to provide I:| support and regular
feedback on pupil progress; we encourage parents to get involved in the
learning that takes place in school, as well as at home, thereby learning
about approach to teaching and learning.

My child’s first language is Chinese. Would the
dual language pathway benefit my child?

Our dual language pathway attaches great importance to Chinese literacy.
Research shows that reading for pleasure is a critical factor for pupils’
long-term language learning. As a more social language in the international
environment, once pupils are able to read in English, they tend to read for
pleasure primarily in English. If children do not begin reading in Chinese
during the Primary years, after they have begun reading in English, they
may never choose to read for pleasure in Chinese. Therefore, the English-
Chinese immersion pathway from early years is of great benefit for families
with mother tongue Chinese. In addition, our dual language pathway
provides children with ample and rich opportunities to deeply understand
and inherit their own cultural traditions.
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